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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21st November 2018 in the 

Council Chambers of the War Memorial Institute. 

Present: Cllrs L.Pace-Avery, P.James, J. Davies, T. Van Rees, A. Jones, P. Lambkin,  
J. Rowlands. 
In Attendance : Mrs LE Ball (Clerk and RFO) 

1. Apologies for Absence: Cllrs R Hughes, S. Jones 
2. Declarations  of Interest- The Clerk declared an interest with regard item 4.3 on the 

agenda( to consider Clerk salary) 
3. Minutes of the October meeting and matters arising -  the October minutes were 

duly considered and proposed as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees and 
seconded by Cllr P. James 

Matters Arising-  

• the Clerk read letters regarding the proposed campsite at Llanwrtyd Hall from local 
residents who have some concerns about the development. Cllr Davies informed members 
that the consultation date had been extended until early December and gave out maps for 
Cllrs to evaluate the impact on surrounding dwellings. It is understood that the caravan club 
do inform the local planning authority but as yet Powys planning is not involved.  The town 
Council have written to Gwilym Davies regarding this development but as yet have had no 
response to the queries posed. It was suggested that an e-mail be sent to Mr Davies 
requesting an urgent response and Cllr Van Rees would follow this up. 
Action: Clerk to send copies of letters to Cllr Van Rees together with a copy of the e-mail 
sent. 

• The Clerk read a letter of response from Mr P Griffiths of the Powys Teaching Health 
Board regarding issues with the surgery together with a letter from Dr Arthur of the Builth 
Medical Practice. Several Cllrs were concerned about issues of appointments which seem to 
indicate a move to send residents of Llanwrtyd to Builth wells practice for treatment. Cllr 
James suggested that there should be some avenue for residents to make their feelings 
known with either a complaints form to fill in at the surgery and/or a suggestion box for 
residents to voice their opinions of the service being provided. It appeared from the debate 
that ensued that some peoples experience was positive whilst others were quite negative. 
Issues raised were; 

• Waiting a long time for an appointment to see a doctor 

• Apparent Lack of availability of appointment for local residents in Llanwrtyd surgery 

• Still no sign of the wall being soundproofed 

• It was suggested that an invite go to Dr Arthur and Mr Powell for a meeting at the 
surgery 

Action: Clerk to write the above letter. 
The Clerk read a letter received from Mr Ken Skates of the Welsh assembly Government 
regarding the letter sent by the Town Council with the latest Data for speeding within 
Llanwrtyd. The letter stated, “it is our policy not to place VAS at all locations as UK 
guidelines have demonstrated that the signs lose their effectiveness if overused.” This 
information is contrary to the original response received from a former minister.  
It was suggested that the original letter be resurrected and sent to Mr Skates, all local MPS 
and AMs. 
Action : Clerk to send above letters . 

4. Finance 
4.1 October Balance sheet -the balance sheet was duly considered and approved 

as an accurate record by Cllr T. Van Rees and seconded by Cllr A. Jones. Cllr Rowlands 
enquired  about  the Council’s reserves and whether they were adequate. The clerk felt that 
the current reserves were adequate but would check the advice and report back at the next 
meeting. 

4.2 To consider the Dolwen field account- the Clerk informed members that a 
cheque had been raised to transfer £6417.05 from the Town Council’s Account No. 2  to the 
Dolwen Field Development Committee. Cllr James suggested that account number two 
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should remain open and the Clerk suggested that “earmarked monies”, as a result of the 
independent review panel advice (ie to have option to pay Councillors £150.00 per Cllr) be 
transferred from account No 1 to Acc. No.2. This was unanimously agreed by all. 
The clerk informed members that the picnic in the park monies had been paid into the 
Dolwen Field Account with the new balance now standing at £6511.10. 

4.3 To consider the clerk’s salary-   The clerk left the meeting to enable Cllrs to 

discuss the Clerks salary. On return to the meeting the Clerk was informed that members 

had agreed and increase form point 22 to point 23 backdated to April 2018 with a statutory 

increase to take place next year, proposed by Cllr A. Jones and seconded by Cllr P. 

Lambkin. The Clerk thanked members for their decision. 

5. Co-option of Councillors – the Clerk read a letter from Mr M. Pigott requesting to 
be considered for the position of Co-opted councillor. After much debate Cllr Van Rees 
moved that Mr M. Pigott be instated as a co-opted Councillor. A show of hands was called 
for and Mr Pigott was unanimously appointed.  
Action. Clerk to write to Mr Pigott informing him of Council’s decision 
There remains one further vacancy which some residents have expressed an interest in but 
as yet have not submitted a letter of application. These are to be followed up ready for the 
next meeting. It was put forward that the council needs some young blood at which point the 
Chair felt it prudent to discuss item 11 “Youth Council Agenda”.  
                          Cllr Pace -Avery is keen to establish a Youth Council. Much discussion 

ensued as to how to recruit members to a Council. There is one interested young person but 

it was felt that a wider audience needed to be reached. The Primary School have n ECO 

council and a Sports Council and it was felt that Mrs Lloyd at the Primary School and Mrs 

Spowage at the High School could be approached to discuss possible links with the Town 

Council. An advert will be put into the Grapevine in January with a simple application form to 

fill in to gauge interest. Meanwhile the Welsh government could be approached for some 

funding to help set up a Youth Council and the message could go out on Facebook. 

                     Cllr James felt it would be apposite to produce and application form for future 

prospective Cllrs as this would give a framework for candidates to work with. 

6. Policies 

6.1 The GDPR statement of policy was sent to all Cllrs before the meeting. Members 

agreed unanimously to adopt this policy statement which, together with the 

general privacy notice and the specific to staff privacy notice, forms the Town 

Council’s policy  for General Data Protection and reflects the recent legislation 

which came into force on the 25th May  2018. 

6.2 The Standing orders for 2018 which have been adapted specifically for Llanwrtyd 

Wells Town Council were also sent to Cllrs before the meeting. Members agreed 

unanimously to adopt the standing orders. 

6.3 The Health and Safety Policy was considered, and information gleaned from the 

various Committees responsible for Halls etc. It was agreed that the document be 

completed with this information and be brought back to the table for adoption. 

7. Feedback from Councillors  

Cllr P. James congratulated the Fire Station in Llanwrtyd Wells for their recent 

recognition by the Mid Wales and West Fire Service being named “Fire Station of the 

Year.” The station was recognised for its dealing with the major incident at 

Llangmmarch and the Chief Fire officer Mr S Amor was recognised for his 30 years 

of service to the Station. Cllr James felt that a letter of congratulations be sent to the 

station from the Town Council. Cllr Van Rees proposed that a Civic reception be held 

for all concerned in the new year. It was suggested that a letter be sent to the Mid 

Wales and West Chief Fire Officer in Carmarthen to say what we would like to do and 

ask for a suitable date to them in early February. 

Action: Clerk to write above letter. 
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Cllr A. Jones reported  

• that some residents had complained about the loudness of the music on 

Dolycoed Road during the beer festival weekend. There were also mutterings 

from Erw Haf. 

• that Powys was to launch its own lottery. This launch was to take place at the 

Winter fair. Cllr Jones said she would feedback at the next meeting.  

Cllr Van Rees reported: 

• that he had raised the issue of the footbridge over the Irfon at a meeting with 

Mr S Smith at the Llangammarch depot. He reassured members that the 

bridge was definitely on the agenda to be repaired  

• that a recent meeting of the budget committee at Powys did not bring good 

news with a prospective shortfall in funds of £4million. This was somewhat 

alleviated by the possible allocation of certain grants from the Welsh 

Government. 

• that things seem to be settling down with the recent amalgamation of the 
Builth and Llandrindod High Schools. 

He concluded by expressing thanks to all  those involved with the Remembrance Sunday 
which this year commemorated the Centenary of the ending of World War 1. He proposed that 
letters of thanks be sent to Ainsley, Elfed and Clare Jones who organised the Poppy Appeal 
coffee morning, Lynne Brookes who organised the evening Remembrance concert and to 
Petra Beresford for her Sunday Remembrance Service. 
Cllr A.Jones felt that individual thanks were not necessary since many were involved in the 
Coffee morning. 

Action; Clerk to write the above letters but would send a general letter to the Victoria Hall 
Committee regarding the Coffee morning. 
Cllr P Lambkin reported : 

• that the mattresses in the Victoria Car park were still there 
(Cllr A. Jones reassured Cllr Lambkin that as a committee member of the Victoria Hall 
she would ring Powys to get them removed) 

Cllr Lambkin asked if members were happy with the Disaster Fund. She was reassured that 
everything was being dealt with appropriately but as this was not a Council matter any 
queries should be put in writing to the Disaster fund Trustees. 
Cllr John Rowlands reported; 

• that the speed watch team has four new volunteers who are unable to start work due 
to delays in getting them trained. He voiced his frustration that Mr Perrett, the team 
co-ordinator , was unable to contact the Community Police officer having left several 
messages for her. 

Cllr Pace-Avery will try to contact Ms Kelham and set up a meeting with her to discuss local 
issues and to bring the above issue to her attention. 
Action Cllr Pace-Avery to contact PCSO Kelham to arrange a meeting. 

• that a joint application (at this stage an expression of interest application) for funding 
had been made from Green Events, WAG, the Heritage Centre and HOWLTA. If 
successful it is intended to appoint a “Town Champion” who would co-ordinate 
activities and fund raising to promote the Town. The grant provider is the Tourism 
Product Innovation Fund. 

Cllr Van Rees enquired what was happening with the Cambrian Initiative and Cllr Rowlands 
responded that Mr D Wyn Morgan was currently very proactive with the Cambrian Mountain 
Initiative . It was suggested that Mr Wyn Morgan be invited to address a Council Meeting. 
Action: Clerk to make enquiries as to whether this would be possible. 
Cllr J Davies reported : 

• that coaches heading for Manor adventure were turning up at Bethllwyd and having 
difficulty reversing back. This has happened on more than one occasion and causes 
chaos. It was suggested that signage was needed at the junction to prevent this.  
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Action: Clerk to write to Manor Adventure to request a sign. Cllr Van Rees also offered to 
speak to manager of Manor Adventure. 

8. New Train timetable-Cllr Pace-Avery informed members that the new train 
timetable, which takes effect from December, was causing concern amongst local 
Councils with many writing letters of Complaint to the new regulatory body Transport 
for Wales. She urged the Council to write a letter voicing our concerns and show 
solidarity with other Councils. The feeling is that as an event Town the new timetable 
is not tourist friendly and there have been one or two incidents where tourists have 
been stranded in Llanwrtyd with no information available as to what was happening. 
There has been no consultation with local communities with regard this issue. 

Members felt that letters should be written to all local MPs and AMS with copies to the 
Tourism Committee, one Voice Wales and the Welsh Government. 
Action: Clerk to write above letters. 
Cllr Van Rees requested that a copy of the letter be sent to him and he would raise it 
with the Railway forum at County level. 
9. Website 

9.1 Llanwrtyd Website-Cllr Rowlands updated members with the progress of the 
website. Most  articles have been done and given to Cllr Rowlands for inclusion. 
There appeared to be some confusion amongst some members as to the 
purpose of the website -whether it was a tourist website or a community website. 
Cllr Rowland intimated that it was a combination of the two. Mr Rickard is still 
involved with the project and things will now be left until he moves here.  

9.2 Town Council Website – the Town Council website needs revamping as much of 
the content is now out of date. Nothing has been done about this website as 
there was some indication that Powys was going to provide a format for all 
Councils to give uniformity but nothing has yet transpired. It was mooted that the 
younger members of the Council could be asked to take over the website or 
possibly the Youth Council when it was up and running. 

10. Anti-Social Behaviour- no issues of anti-social behaviour were brought to the table. 

11. Youth Council -This issue was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

12. Planning 

12.1 Planning Application18/0604/FUL Dolwen Field application-The clerk 

informed members that this application had now been verified and was public . 

There were no objections from the table. 

12.2 Planning application 18/07/2018 continuation of siting of takeaway food 

preparation trailer at the Premier Store (formerly Spar)-this was duly discussed 

and no objections were raised. 

13. Twinning-Cllr Davies reported that the Twinning Committee of Llanwrtyd was still 
strong with no issues. He reported that there were still issues between the Comite de 
Jumelage and the group known as CONTACT in Meriel. 

14. Services  
14.1 Public Toilets- 

Cllr Lambkin now has a set of keys for the Public toilets. She reported that things were good 
at the toilets after a busy weekend . The only incident being that a camper emptied its 
chemical toilet causing a mess . She informed members that she would be organising, with 
Cllr Pace-Avery, an appraisal session with Mr B. McLoughlin to discuss the cleaning of the 
public toilets. 

Action; Cllr Lambkin and Cllr Pace-Avery to do an appraisal with Mr Mcloughlin in the 
new year ready for the beginning of the new season. Cllr Lambkin to remind Mr McLoughlin 
to repair the broken frame in the ladies. 

Cllr James pointed out that the lights are automatically triggered by the sensor even 
when the toilets are shut after 6:30pm . This was unnecessary use of electricity and 
enquiries need to be made as to whether there is a “mains” switch to turn the sensors off 
after closing time.  
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Action: clerk to contact Simon Powell to find out if it is possible to switch off sensor. 

The Clerk informed members that the Town Council now hold the registration details for the 

public toilets after Mr G. Van Rees registered them with the Land Registry. Mr Van Rees had 

been paid for the registration fee but did not want persona remuneration. The Clerk has sent 

the monies and a letter of thanks to Mr Van Rees and he had acknowledged receipt of both. 

14.2 Dolwen Field-the Clerk informed members that a very productive Dolwen Field 

Committee meeting had taken place. The application form was reviewed and all that had 

been achieved and /or had changed throughout this year was very heartening and made the 

application very much a people led project.  

Cllr Rowlands informed members of the ROSPA report for the Dolwen play park and the 

skate park. Whilst there were no high- risk issues with the play area there were one or two 

issues with the skate park that need investigation. 

Action: Clerk to give the report to Mr Dodds, the caretaker, for him to look at what needs to 

be done and whether he can deal with the issues raised. 

14.3. Town Square and Green- no issues were raised other than the thermometer which 

records fundraising for the Dolwen Field . This has not been updated for some time. Cllr 

James said he would rectify this to reflect the latest funds raised. 

Cllr A. Jones informed members that there would be carol singing round the Christmas tree 

on the square on the 8th December in the early evening. 

15. Correspondence  
Item 3 on agenda:    

• Response from Builth Practice regarding concerns raised 

• Response form the teaching Health board re concerns raised 
Item 3 on agenda 

• Letters from Cllr Davies regarding campsite at Llanwrtyd Hall 

• Letters from J and S Peat regarding campsite at Llanwrtyd Hall 

• Letter from Ken skates re VA signs and traffic calming 
 
Item 5 on the agenda               Letter from Mr M Pigott regarding co-option 
Item 12 on agenda                 

• Planning Application 10/0604/Ful -Works on Dolwen Field 

• Planning Application 18/0778/FUL Continuation of siting a hot takeaway food 
preparation trailer at Premier Stores (formally Spar) 

Item 14.1 on agenda    Letter from G Van Rees together with registration documents for the 
Public Toilets 

Item 15 on Agenda        letter from Powys regarding heathy active outdoors project. 
Item 15.1 on agenda    letter  from Mr G Stickland regarding maintenance of the Tai Cae 

Mawr  footpath 
Action; Clerk to investigate responsibility and write a reply to Mr Stickland 
Clerk to send a copy of Mr Stickland’s letter to Cllr Van Rees and he will speak to Mr Smith 
to find out  if the path has been adopted by Powys CC. 
Item 15.2                     e-mail from Llandrindod town council re: Ariel Lift Platform 
This was discussed at great length. Cllr Van Rees seemed to think that the matter had been 
resolved but he would investigate further. The feeling of the meeting was that the Ariel lift 
platform should be retained in Llandrindod and if necessary, a letter to be written in support 
of this. 
Item 15.3                    e-mail from Rebecca Witcomb regarding naming of Development at 

Beulah. 
Cllr James posed a question to the Deputy Mayor regarding the hog roast at Café Sospan 
during the weekend of the beer festival to clarify his position. He wished to make it clear that 
any concerns were not raised by himself but were brought to him by the Deputy Mayor, Cllr 
Lambkin.  
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Cllr Pace-Avery brought the issue of the Christmas meal to members. After some discussion 
it was decided to go to the Drovers Rest on the 21st December. 
Action: Clerk to circulate menu for everyone to choose. 
 
Cllr Pace-Avery thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting was closed at 
10.00pm. 
 
 
Signed…………………………………. 
 
 
 
Date……………………………………. 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING :       WEDNESDAY 19th DECEMBER 
 
 

• Amendments; 
 Both Cllr A. Jones and Cllr J Davies requested a change at “Matters arising” 
replacing  “Still no sign of the wall being removed” with “still no sign of the wall being 
soundproofed” 
Cllr A. Jones wished to clarify the point made at “7.Feedback from Councillors” 
        She did not attend the winter fair but was invited to attend an evening reception 
at the Royal Welsh Winter Fair on Monday 26th November where there would be an 
opportunity to hear about the new Powys Community lottery. She wished “as she 
was attending the fair “to be removed. 

           Cllr Rowlands requested a change of wording at Minute 9 
           He requested that “All Articles be changed to “most articles” 

 
  

 
 


